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RA Project Description

RESEARCH AWARD PROJECT DESCRIPTION INSTRUCTIONS


There are important requirements for the Project Description. Proposals which do not conform to the NSF Proposal & Award Policies & Procedures Guide (PAPPG) and the current Research Award (RA) solicitation will be returned without review. Where the instructions of these documents differ, the requirements of the solicitation take precedence. The complete text of the PAPPG is available electronically on the NSF website at: https://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=pappg 

Your KY NSF EPSCoR Research Award (RA) Project Descriptions must include: 

(1) Detailed project description narrative, 

In no more than five pages, the Project Description narrative should outline the general plan of work, including the broad design of activities to be undertaken, and, where appropriate, provide a clear description of experimental methods and procedures. 

The Project Description must contain, (a) what you want to do, why you want to do it, how you plan to do it, how you will know if you succeed, and what benefits could accrue if the project is successful. The project activities may be based on previously established and/or innovative methods and approaches, but in either case must be well justified. These issues apply to both the technical aspects of the proposal and the way in which the project may make broader contributions. (b) A discussion of the broader impacts of the proposed activities. Broader impacts may be accomplished through the research itself, through the activities that are directly related to specific research projects, or through activities that are supported by, but are complementary to the project. NSF PAPPG Chapter II.C.2.d. 


(2) Results of Prior NSF or EPSCoR Support and Submissions, 

Results from prior support should be addressed If researcher(s) identified on the project have received NSF/EPSCoR funding in the past five years, information on the award(s) is required, irrespective of whether the support was directly related to this proposal or not. The following information must be provided:
(a) The project title, amount, and period of support;
(b) A summary of the results of the completed work, including accomplishments;
(c) If prior support was for an NSF EPSCoR Research Award, the investigator was obligated to submit a follow-on application to NSF. Provide title, amount, date submitted, program/solicitation/directorate, and funding status for the required follow-on application.

Researchers who have not fulfilled their obligation to submit follow-on applications are not eligible for EPSCoR funding until the obligation has been met. This section does not count against the Project Description’s five-page limit. NSF PAPPG Chapter II.C.2.d.iii.



(3) Follow-On Proposal Obligation:

As a term and condition of the Research Award, researchers who accept KY NSF EPSCoR financial support obligate themselves to submit a follow-on research proposal directly to NSF, or similar federal sponsor ( NASA, DOE, DOD, NIH, etc.).  In this section, RA applicants should discuss which directorate and program at NSF you have intentions of applying to in the future and specify when such a proposal would be submitted. Also discuss how this project, if awarded, could strengthen an application to NSF. This section does not count against the Project Description’s five-page limit.  


(4)  RCR training plan;

For each proposed participant, applicants should provide a statement for appropriate training and oversight of the responsible and ethical conduct of research (RCR), including the designation of one or more persons to oversee compliance; identify by name and provide contact information. Certificate(s) of completion of RCR training for participants will need to be provided to KY NSF EPSCoR provided to KY NSF EPSCoR PA (jeff.mossey@uky.edu) before a subcontracted award can be fully executed. If the proposer does not have an RCR training plan in place, a statement certifying they will create and implement one in the event they are awarded should be provided. This section does not count against the Project Description’s five-page limit. PAPPG Chapter IX.B.

(5) References cited:

Provide citations for references used in proposal. This section includes bibliographic citations only and does not provide parenthetical information outside of the Project Description. This section does not count against the Project Description’s five-page limit. PAPPG Chapter II.C.2.e.


(6) Facilities, Equipment, and Other Resources:

Upload an aggregated description of the internal and external resources (both physical and personnel) that the organization and its collaborators will provide to the project, should it be funded. Describe only those resources that are directly applicable. The description should be narrative in nature and must not include any quantifiable financial information. If there are no Facilities, Equipment, or Other Resources identified, a statement to that effect should be indicated in this section. This section does not count against the Project Description’s five-page limit. NSF PAPPG Chapter II.C.2.i.


(7) Data management plan:

A data management plan of up to two pages is required if research data is collected as part of the proposed activities. Proposals containing data management plans that exceed two pages may be returned without review. A valid Data Management Plan may include only the statement that no detailed plan is needed, as long as the statement is accompanied by a clear justification. Applications that do not contain the requisite data management plan will be rejected. This section does not count against the Project Description’s five-page limit. NSF PAPPG Chapter IV.B.
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